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The  Hill  McNamar  Store 
New  Salem's  Post  Office. 


Fort  Wayne 
Indiana 
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E?E§SfjN  CHRISTMAS  DAY,  1829,  the  post  office 
tlPPil  at  New  Salem  was  established.  It  was  the 
Ea&irfS  first  post  office  in  what  is  now  Menard 
County,  Illinois.  On  May  7,  1833,  during  the 
second  year  of  his  residence  there,  Abroham  Lincoln 
was  appointed  postmaster,  holding  the  position  until 
the  removal  of  the  office  to  Petersburg  on  May  30, 
1836.  By  that  time  New  Salem  was  already  in 
eclipse  and  a  few  years  later  its  identity  as  a  settle' 
ment  of  any  kind  was  lost  entirely. 

After  the  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1865, 
historians,  hot  on  the  trail  of  every  shred  of  intellh 
gence  that  might  add  to  the  knowledge  of  his  great' 
ness,  came  to  the  site  of  New  Salem  and  talked  with 

old'timers  who  had  known  him  in  his  youth.  As 
the  years  went  by,  the  reminiscences  of  New  Salem’s 
former  residents  came  to  be  a  treasured  local  heri' 
tage.  These  simple  country  folk  began  to  realize 
that  they  had  been  privileged  to  witness  a  vivid 
page  of  history,  and  their  recollections  were  greatly 
in  demand  among  students  and  scholars  throughout 
the  country.  Salem  hill  became  a  great  American 
legend  and  its  former  citizens  attained  a  historical 
importance  out  of  all  proportion  to  their  mortal 
greatness. 

At  the  turn  of  the  last  century,  embryo  plans  to 
resurrect  New  Salem  were  already  under  way  and 
as  the  years  went  by  these  plans  took  definite  shape. 
In  1918,  the  site  of  New  Salem  was  acquired  by 
the  State  of  Illinois  to  be  maintained  as  a  state  park 
and  by  1932  the  work  of  completely  restoring  the 
village  was  begun.  Since  that  time  many  structures 
have  been  erected  and  the  town  is  taking  on  some' 
thing  of  its  original  appearance.  Plans  for  the 
reconstruction  of  other  buildings  are  in  an  advanced 
stage  while  the  saw  and  grist  mill,  nucleus  of  the 
original  town,  is  already  nearing  completion. 


The  descendants  of  the  original  settlers  aided  by 
public  spirited  citizens  have  combined  their  efforts 
to  bring  together  a  vast  collection  of  contemporary 
furnishings  for  the  interior  of  the  dwellings  and 
stores.  Each  cabin  is  in  itself  a  museum,  fully  fur' 
nished  in  the  style  of  Lincoln’s  day.  Indeed,  many 
of  the  relics  on  display  are  original  items  of  New 
Salem  days.  Some  books  that  once  graced  a  New 
Salem  mantel  and  no  doubt  felt  the  Lincoln  touch; 
a  bread  plate  that  probably  offered  him  food;  a  Ian' 

tern  that  perhaps  lighted  his  way  on  some  cold  and 
windswept  night;  a  glass  bottle  that  Lincoln  himself 
may  have  sold  across  the  counter  of  the  Offutt  store 
where  he  clerked;  Dr.  Regnier’s  original  shingle. 
All  are  here  and  many  more.  Some  1700  items, 
about  50  of  which  are  original  New  Salem  relics, 
have  been  brought  together  and  are  on  display  in 
the  many  homes  and  stores. 

In  the  Hill'McNamar  store,  the  best  stocked  bush 
ness  establishment  in  town,  the  post  office  was  lo' 
cated,  and  here  one  will  find  the  pigeon  holes  used 
at  the  Petersburg  post  office  in  the  late  thirties,  after 
the  office  was  moved  from  New  Salem.  To  restore 
the  pioneer  village  in  all  possible  completeness,  the 
United  States  Postoffice  Department  has  re'estab' 
lished  the  post  office  at  New  Salem  under  the  name 
of  “Lincoln’s  New  Salem.”  Here  the  pilgrim  on 
the  Lincoln  trail  can  pen  his  “Having  a  good  time. 
Wish  you  were  here.”  sentiment  and  post  it  at  the 
office  Lincoln  fence  conducted.  New  Salem  invites 
you.  Come  for  a  day  and  recapture  the  true  spirit 
of  Lincoln. 

Theodore  S.  Charrney. 

The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  the  Hill'McNamar  store, 
where  the  New  Salem  post  office  was  located  in  Lincoln’s  day 
and  now.  Prepared  by  The  Poor  Richard  Press,  5053  Mon» 
tana  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


CHRONOLOGY  OF  THE  NEW  SALEM 
POST  OFFICE 

December  25,  1829 — New  Salem  post  office  estab¬ 
lished.  Samuel  Hill  appointed 
postmaster. 

November  26,  1831 — Isaac  P.  Chrisman  succeeded 

Hill  as  postmaster.  (Chrisman 
left  New  Salem  shortly  after¬ 
wards  and  Hill  took  over  the 
office  temporarily  until — ) 

May  7,  1833  — Abraham  Lincoln  appointed 

postmaster. 

May  30,  1836  — New  Salem  post  office  discon¬ 

tinued. 

February  12,  1940 — New  Salem  post  office  re-estab¬ 
lished  under  the  name  of  “Lin¬ 
coln’s  New  Salem.”  John  W. 
Gellerman  appointed  postmas¬ 
ter. 
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TO  OUR  REGULAR  SUBSCRIBERS: 

A  number  of  letters  have  been  received  requesting  us 
to  commemorate  the  Assassination,  etc.,  and  we  have 
complied  with  the  popular  demand. 

Since  these  covers  commemorate  an  event  that  occurred 
75  years  ago  they  do  not  fit  well  into  our  regular  calendar, 
which  lists  events  occurring  100  years  ago. 

Therefore  any  of  our  regular  subscribers  desiring  these 
covers  must  order  them  separately.  They  will  not  be 
mailed  unless  we  are  requested  to  do  so. 


THE  POOR  RICHARD  PRESS  will  sponsor  the  following  three 
cacheted  covers  commemorating  the  75  th  anniversaries  of  the  Assassina¬ 
tion,  Death  and  Burial  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

(1)  75  th  Anniversary  of  the  Assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
April  14,  1865  at  Ford’s  Theatre,  Washington,  by  John  Wilke* 
Booth.  MAILED  FROM  WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  APRIL  14, 
1940. 

(2)  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Death  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at  the  Petersen 
House  in  Washington.  MAILED  FROM  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
APRIL  15,  1940. 

(3)  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Burial  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  May  4, 
1865  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  in  Springfield.  MAILED  FROM 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS.  MAY  4,  1940. 

THE  POOR  RICHARD  PRESS  will  attempt  to  incorporate  something 
unusual  in  these  three  covers.  They  will  bear  pictures  (1)  of  Ford's 
Theatre  (scene  of  the  assassination),  (2)  The  Petersen  House  (where 
Lincoln  died),  (3)  The  Receiving  Vault  in  Springfield  (where  the  body 
was  interred),  printed  in  three  shades  of  black  and  gray.  The  envelopes 
will  be  bordered  in  black  to  sustain  the  illusion.  Enclosures  will  take 
the  form  of  two  color  printed  booklets,  the  texts  of  which  will  bear 
upon  the  themes  the  covers  represent.  We  believe  that  the  cachets 
designed  for  this  truly  historic  event,  the  crime  of  the  last  century, 
will  be  worthy  of  a  place  in  any  cover  collector’s  album  or  Lincoln 
enthusiast's  collection. 

These  cachets  will  be  supplied  singly  or  in  sets  of  three  at  10  cents 
for  each  cover.  This  includes,  covers,  enclosures,  postage,  addressing 
and  handling.  One  dozen  of  any  variety  or  four  complete  sets  will 
be  supplied  for  $1.00. 

Those  who  desire  to  have  their  covers  represent  the  ultimate  in 
proper  commemoration,  can  have  them  prepared  with  the  16c  Lincoln 
stamp.  This  stamp  bears  the  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  is  black 
in  color,  harmonizing  well  with  the  colors  of  the  cachet  and  the  black 
bordered  envelopes.  Covers  will  be  supplied  with  this  stamp  singly 
at  25c  per  cover  or  in  sets  of  three  for  75c  per  set. 

Deadlines  on  these  covers  are  five  days  in  advance  of  the  mailing  dates. 

Address  All  Inquiries  and  Orders  To 
THE  POOR  RICHARD  PRESS 
5053  Montana  Street  Chicago,  Illinois 


(Ealeniar  of  1940  Etmtt a 

FEBRUARY  1,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  February  1,  1840,  The  First  Number  Of  The  Old 
Soldier,  A  Whig  Campaign  Newspaper  Was  Published  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  One 
Of  The  Editors. 

FEBRUARY  3,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Insciiption]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  February  3,  1840,  The  Illinois  Legislature  Adjourned 
Its  First  Springfield  Session.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Member  Of  That  Body. 

FEBRUARY  10,  1940 . Mailed  from  Peoria,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  February  10,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  In  Attend¬ 
ance  At  A  Whig  ''Festival”  In  Peoria. 

MARCH  14,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  March  14,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  Nominated  A 
Candidate  To  The  Legislature  By  The  Sangamon  County  Convention  At  Springfield. 

MARCH  17,  1940 . Mailed  from  Jacksonville,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago, On  March  17,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Jacksonville. 

APRIL  6,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Carlin ville,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  6,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A 
Political  Address  At  A  Whig  Rally  In  Carlinville. 

APRIL  9,  1940. . Mailed  from  Alton,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  9,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A 
Political  Address  At  Alton. 

APRIL  11,  1940 . Mailed  from  Belleville,  Illinois 

[  Inscription  ]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  11,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A 
Political  Address  At  A  Whig  Rally  In  Belleville. 

APRIL  20,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  20,  1840,  The  Springfield  Town  Council,  Of 
Which  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Member,  Held  Its  Last  Meeting. 

MAY  2,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Tremont,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  May  2,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Tremont. 

JUNE  3,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  June  3,  1840,  The  Young  Men’s  Whig  Convention 
Was  Held  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Prominent  Figure  At  The  Convention. 

JUNE  6,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  June  6,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Made  His  First 
Appearance  In  The  Illinois  Supreme  Court  At  Springfield. 

JUNE  27,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Shelbyville,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  June  27,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A  Political 
Address  At  Shelbyville. 

JULY  20,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  July  20,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Springfield. 

AUGUST  3,  1940 . . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  August  3,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  Elected  To 
The  Illinois  Legislature. 

AUGUST  25,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Waterloo,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  August  25,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Waterloo. 

AUGUST  28,  1940 . Mailed  from  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  August  28,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Mount  Vernon. 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Shawneetown,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  September  5,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Shawneetown. 
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SEPTEMBER  17,  1940 .  . . Mailed  from  Equality,  Illinois 

L  Inscription  J  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  September  17,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered 
A  Harrison  Campaign  Speech  At  Equality. 

NOVEMBER  23,  1940... . _ . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[  Inscription  J  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  November  23,  1840,  The  Illinois  Legislature  Con¬ 
vened  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Member  Of  That  Body. 

DECEMBER  5,  1940 . . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  December  5,  1840,  The  Notable  Rain  Pipe  Episode 
Took  Place  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Participant  In  The  Ludicrous  Affair. 

DECEMBER  7,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  December  7,  1840,  The  House  Of  Representatives 
Began  Its  Second  Session  In  The  Newly  Built  State  House  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was 
A  Member  Of  That  Body. 
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FEBRUARY  12,  1940  Mailed  from  Lincoln’s  New  Salem  Illinois 

(Inscription)  Lincoln’s  New  Salem”  Post  Office  Established. 

APRIL  14,  1940  Mailed  from  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Inscription)  Seventy-Five  Years  Ago,  On  April  14,  1865,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  Assassinated 
at  Ford’s  Theatre,  Washington,  by  John  Wilkes  Booth. 

APRIL  15,  1940  Mailed  from  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Inscription)  Seventy-Five  Years  Ago,  On  April  15,  1865,  Abraham  Lincoln  Died  at  7:22 
A.  M.  at  The  Petersen  House  in  Washington. 

MAY  4,  1940  Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

(Inscription)  Seventy-Five  Years  Ago,  On  May  4,  1865,  Abraham  Lincoln’s  Body  was  Interred 
in  the  Receiving  Vault  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  in  Springfield. 
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The  inscriptions  given  above  represent  the  exact  wording  to  be  used  on  the  face 
of  each  cover  along  with  the  pictorial  cachet.  The  price  for  each  cover  and  its  enclo¬ 
sures  is.  10  cents,  payable  in  advance.  When  orders  are  received  three  days  in  advance 
of  mailing  dates  given  above,  covers  will  be  mailed  direct  to  the  addressee,  franked 
with  3  cent  commemorative  stamps.  Orders  received  less  than  three  days  in  advance  of 
the  mailing  dates  given  above  or  after  the  mailing  dates  will  be  filled  with  covers  ad¬ 
dressed  in  erasible  pencil  to  the  Poor  Richard  Press  or  its  agents.  Such  covers  are  franked 
with  1  V2  cent  stamps.  We  urge  subscribers  to  place  there  orders  in  advance  of  mailing 
dates  when  possible,  so  that  they  can  avail  themselves  of  the  colorful  commemorative 
stamps  which  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  covers.  Back  issues  of  past  dates  can  be 
supplied  at  10  cents  each  during  the  year  1940,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts.  Unmailed,  or 
mint  covers,  can  be  supplied  if  desired  at  5  cents  each.  Covers  with  destinations  in  for¬ 
eign  countries  [except  North  America]  and  Air  Mail  in  the  United  States  will  be  han¬ 
dled  for  15  cents  per  cover.  Remittances  should  be  made  in  coin,  currency,  money 
order  or  checks  drawn  on  Chicago  banks.  Checks  drawn  on  Out  of  Town  Banks  should 
include  10  cents  additional  for  exchange. 

The  Poor  Richard  Press 
5053  Montana  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Kindly  enter  my  subscription  for  the  number  of  cachets  I  have  marked  above,  for 
which  I  enclose  $ . . . 

Name . .. . . . . 

Address . . . 

Citv  and  State . . . . . 


